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a bridge to recovery and evaluate promising markers of recovery. The parallel clinical 
and basic science investigations will offer a unique opportunity for study of the mecha- 
nisms of heart failure. 
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1087-59 The Heart Rate Recovery May Be Influenced by the 
lschemic Preconditioning 
Beatriz M. Ferreira, Paula J. Moffa, Andrea FalcBo, August0 Uchida. Paula Camargo, Jr., 
Pascual Pereyra, Paula Soares. Whady Hueb, Jose A. Ramires, Heart Institute (InCor) 
Medical School University of Sao Paula. Sao Paula, Brazil 
Introduction: The warm-up phenomenon, observed after the second of two sequential 
exercise tests, is characterized by an increased of both time to lschemia and ischemic 
threshold, and the last one is probably related to a ischemic preconditioning. In the other 
hand, the heart-rate recovery immediately after exercise, which may be a reflection of 
decreased vagal activity. is a powerful predictor of overall mortality. This study aimed to 
Investigate the effects of ischemic preconditioning on the heart-rate recovery during the 
first minute after graded exercise. 
Methods: Twenty patients with chronic stable angina pectoris were enrolled and all were 
off treatment. They underwent two consecutive treadmill exercise tests according to the 
Bruce protocol with recovery period behveen the tests of 30 min to re-establish baseline 
conditions. The value for the recovery of heart rate was defined as the reduction in the 
heart rate from the peak exercise to the rate one minute after the cessation of exercise. 
Results: The hearl rate and the rate-pressure product at l.Omm ST-segment depression 
significantly increased during the second exercise test compared to the first (121.3 + 
16.5 vs.127.3 + 15.3 beatslmin, pcO.001, and 216.7 + 43.1 vs. 232.1 + 43.0 
beats.mmHg.l@/min, pcO.001): the time to 1.0 mm ST-segment depression d&g the 
second exercise test was greater than that during the first test, too (225.0 -+ 112.5 vs. 
267.02 122.3 s, p=O.OOG).The median heati rate recovery increased significantly during 
the second test compared to the first (254213.5 vs. 29.4 + 15.0 beatslmin, p=O.O2). 
Conclusion: The main findings of this study are an improvement of the ischemic thresh- 
old in the second test probably related to ischemlc preconditioning and an improvement 
of the heart-rate recovery. Although there isn’t a clear explanation of this relation, it is 
clear that ischemic preconditioning represents a powerful protective phenomenon and 
the better heart rate recovery in the second compared to the first test may be a expres- 
sion of this phenomenon. 
1087-60 Heart Rate Recovery and Mortality After Myocardial 
Revascularization 
Michael S. Chen, Eugene H. Blackstone, Claire E. Pothier, Michael S. Lauer, The 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, OH 
Background: Although heart rate recovery (HRR) has been shown to predict death, its 
ability to Identify patients likely to benefit from revascularization (REVASC) is unknown. 
Methods: We followed 6661 patients without heart failure, atrial fibnllation, or pacemak- 
ers who had treadmill nuclear or echocardiographic testing. An abnormal HRR was -< 12 
beats per minute (bpm) for nuclear testing (n = 4766) and 5 16 bpm for echocardiography 
(n=4093). Early REVASC was defined as occurring within 3 months. We used propensity 
analysis to account for baseline differences. 
Results: Early REVASC occurred in 552 patients (6%), who were older (61 vs. 56 years, 
P < O.OOl), more likely to have imaging evidence of ischemia (62% vs. 1 l%, P =z O.OOl), 
and more likely to have an abnormal HRR (29% vs. 22% P < 0.001). We propensity 
matched 526 of these patients to 526 who did not undergo REVASC based on 47 van- 
ables. During 6 years of follow-up, 245 died; early REVASC was associated with a lowet 
risk (17% vs. 22%, hazard ratio [RR] = 0.76, 95% Cl 0.59-0.97, P = 0.03). In subset anal- 
yses, the benefit of REVASC was limited to patients with ischemia and impaired func- 
tional capacity. Those who also had an abnormal HRR were at very h!gh risk and did not 
appear to benefit from REVASC, while those who had a normal HRR did have a lower 
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risk of death (Figure) (adjusted RR = 0.36, 95% Cl 0.20-0.73, P = 0.003). 
Conclusion: When used in conjunction with ischemia and functional capacity, HRR may 
P=O.9.4 
P=O.O016 ml-l P=O.32 
be able to identify patients likely to benefit from revascularization. 
1087-61 Novel Heart Rate Recovery Constant Predicts the 
Presence and Severity of Coronary Artery Disease 
Michael J. Lipinski, George W. Vetrovec, Barry D. Sidney, Eugene Langevin, Victor F. 
Froelicher, Virginia Commonwealth University,. Richmond, VA, StanfortiPAVAHCS, Palo 
Alto, CA 
Background: Heart rate recovery (HRR) has been shown to be important in predicting the 
prognosis of patients after exercise treadmill testing. To our knowledge, HRR has not 
been shown to predict the presence of coronary artery disease (CAD). 
Purpose: To test a novel formula describing HRR at any time point that yields a constant 
that allows for a better description of HRR and may predict the presence and severity of 
CAD. 
Methods: Using the formula 
k = In((HR resting HR)/(Max HR - resting HR)) / -time(sec) , k-values were calculated at 
1, 2, 3, and 5 minute time points after treadmill testing in 2193 males being evaluated for 
chest pain at the Palo Alto and Long Beach VA Hospitals. After removing patients with 
prior MI, left ventricular hyperirophy, and patients taking beta-blockers and digitalis, 860 
patients remained in our population. Significant CAD was defined as diameter steno- 
sis>=bO% in any major epicardial coronary artery. The k-values were then averaged and 
compared to the angiographic results of patients using t-tests. The averaged k-values 
were separated into 3 categories and compared to the angiographic results using cross 
tabulation. Kaplan-Meier survival analysis was also performed. 
Results: Of the 660 patients, 486 had significant CAD. Patients with CAD had an average 
k-value of .00604, which was significantly greater from patients without disease (average 
k-value = .0072, p-value = .00876) had significant coronary artery disease which was sig- 
nlficant when compared to the other categories. (Chi Square of 12.4, p-value=.002) Aver- 
age k-value also better separated patients with multivessel disease compared to those 
with no disease or single vessel disease. (p-value=.OOt?) The k-value was also able to 
predict long-term prognosis (10 year survival; high risk, 69%, other groups, 77%, p- 
valuec.05). 
Conclusion: Besides predicting prognosis, the calculation of the HRR constant can help 
predict the presence and severity of CAD in patients undergoing exercise treadmill test- 
ing. 
1087-62 Timing of Heart Rate Decay After Exercise and Mortality 
Michael S. Lauer, Jiambo Li, Carolyn Apperson-Hansen, Claire E. Pothier, Eugene H. 
Blackstone, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, OH 
Background: Heart rate recovery (HRR), defined as the difference between peak heart 
rate and heart rate (HR) one minute later, has been shown to be predictive of mortality. 
Heart rate decays in a bi-exponential pattern during recovery. It IS not known whether 
timing of heart rate decay is predictive of death. 
Methods: We followed for 6 years 11,342 patients (age 57_+11, 74% men) who under- 
went treadmill testing followed by a P-minute cool-down period and had HR recorded by 
computer every 10 seconds. HRRt at each point in time t was defined as HR,,, - HR,. 
The slope of the logarithm of this value. that IS, Log (HRR,) - Log (HRb~,,) was used to 
describe the pattern of heart rate decay (Figure). 
